The Aussie
Camino
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Penple travel for many different
reasons: for health, broadening the
mind, relaxation, work and sport.

A pilgrimage has a different objective.
It ia a journey with a religions purpose:
toy vigit sacred places, often associated
with a saint, where people can fioel near
to the gaint either throngh relics or
miracnlons stories.

Aungtralia is not a country that people
associate with pilgrimage For pilgrimage
to become part of the Chorchi witness
in a particular country, one needs saints
and a kindling of the desire to visit places
assnciated with their lves.

In April, Steven Murphy, Anthony
Mills, Michael Dillon and myself, who
work together at 5t Francis Xavier
College, Beaconsfield, set out on a
journey from Portland, Victoria, to
Penola, South Australia, a pilgrimage
we have called “The Anssie Camine!

The pilgrimage was inspired by the
film The Wiy, starring Martin Sheen
and his real life son Emilio Esteves.
In the film, the son (Bstevez) is killed
in a freak storm the day before he
was to begin el Casmino de Santiago de
Compostela (the Way of 5t James); the
father {Sheen) undertalees the caming
in homouar of his son.

The movie struck a chord with ns. Why
are there only caminos in Furope and
the Holy Land? Can we have one here
nove we have a saint of oor own, St

Mary MacKillop?

Whaere would it begin and end? Mary
MacKillop was a traveller, Her work
ol ber all over Anstralia and Mew
Fealand We decided it should be from
Partland to Penola

St Mary MacKillop traveled widely but
her last teaching post as a lay teacher was
in Portland. From here, she was called
by her mentor and co-founder priest
Fr Julian Tenison-¥Woods back to Penola,
where they had met a few years before.
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Penila is widely accepted as the
birthplace of 5t Mary MacKillop's
arder, the Sisters of 5t Joseph. A towm
with a population of only 1300, it i
383 kilometres from Adelaide and 412
kilometres from Melboorne

Tt was when 5t Mary was called from
Paortland to Penola on 19 March 1866
that she wore her black habit for the
first time and declared herself Sr Mary.
Although her path is not recorded, she
waotlld have passed throngh many of the
sarne trems we did as we walled the
Anssie Camino

An important part of the caminn

was to provide structure throogh
‘boakending’ it by visiting the Mary
MacKillop museams in Melbourne
before we began and then in Penola at
ita conchision.

Our days began with a lively ‘Buen
camino!’ in the main street of sach
town and then, with maps in hand, we
aet out for our destination. Bvery day
included eight hours of walking—an
average of 31 kilometres—and each was
long but spectacular, as it was planned
to be both a spiritnal and religions
experience. It was impaortant to have

a camino that recorded the places of
Mary MacKillop but also appealed

to people whi have a sense of awe in
creation. The camino incledes walks
along cliff tops, beaches, sand dunes,
goat trails and farm tracks. Onby about
10 kilometres of the whaole camino was

on major highways.
T'wanted to stay in the local hotel of

each towm. At the front bar of every
small hotel in the country you can meet

characters whao are only too happr to
share their stories. Whenever amyone
anleed i we were wallers we said, Mo,
we'te pilgrima. We are on a camino!
Meedlesa to say, we would be met with
carions loaks, but with a hit of humenr
and good spirit we were able to enter
into lively discussions abouat what our
journey was all about.

It was a terrific week. Although we
were tired at the end of each day, with a
shower, & hot meal and a good sleep, we
were ready for the next one. The peace
and saliide, combined with the steady
rhythm of our feet and walking poles,
provided many moments of reflaction.
In this busy life we do not often get a
chance to really talk with one another,
but on the road we were able to reveal

very personal experiences,

After 217 kilometres and seven days

of walking, we were met in Penola by
the director of the Mary MacKillop
Musewmm, Clare Larkin, and
Moore, a representative of Cobb and
Co. We convened for dinner with other
members of the Penola community, all of
whormn were interested to hear our story.
Where elsz but at the local pub? This
time we could claim that the Roval Oak
Huotel does have significance since it was

once owned by Mary MacKillops uncle.

T hope to do the Anssie Camino again
next year. Buen Camine! 3

Detallz: ImilllsFafavlceduau. Check
out the YouTube clip: search for ‘A usslea
Caming’ by Luke Mifls and look far the

kangaraa phata.

Luke fllks Is a teacher 8t 5t Francls Kavier
College, Beaconsfiald.
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